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INFORMATION FOR HORSE OWNERS REGARDING THE NATIONAL ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM (NAIS)
The USDA is sponsoring a National Animal Identification System (NAIS) to safeguard animal health in the United States. The goal of the NAIS is to facilitate tracing of a diseased animal back to its location of origin within 48 hours. This will help the USDA and the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services dramatically reduce the number of animals affected in the event of a disease emergency or other biological threat. The first phase in this program is to register any premises where livestock reside. This includes locations where horses are boarded, trained or congregate.


Florida is fortunate to have received funding from the United States Department of Agriculture to implement a premises identification system and to begin working with equine facility owners, individual horse owners and industry groups on pilot animal identification projects. The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is implementing the NAIS, on a voluntary basis. We encouraged your participation and only basic information is needed to help protect the Florida equine community.

 The process of registering is easy. If you own the property where your horse resides then simply fill out a NAIS Premises ID application and return it to the address listed on the form. If your horse resides at a location you do not own, such as a boarding facility, please ask the property owner to complete the application. 


If you have any questions or need an application please feel free to contact our office at (850) 410-0900 or e-mail Dr. Michael A. Short, manager of equine programs for the Division of Animal Industry at shortm@doacs.state.fl.us . For additional information you can access the USDA website at www.usda.gov/nais/.
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