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Commonly Asked Questions Regarding Equine Premises Registration for the National Animal Identification System (NAIS)
What is the NAIS?

The USDA sponsors the National Animal Identification System (NAIS) through its Veterinary Services (VS) program.  The purpose of the NAIS is to safeguard animal health in the United States and protect the nation’s agricultural infrastructure.  The goal of the NAIS is to facilitate tracing of a diseased animal back to its farm of origin within a 48 hour period.  This will allow timely and focused emergency response to minimize the impact on the livestock community.
What is a Premises?

A Premises is any property where livestock, including horses, resides. A Premises ID is one facet of the tracking system which will allow tracing of animal movement. In the future, movements of livestock will be recorded as the animal moves from one location to another.

What Premises needs to be registered?


Any premises should be registered where horses or any other livestock reside. If a business or individual manages multiple locations where animals reside then the central managing location can be registered.  Livestock includes animals such as a cow, horse, poultry, sheep, goat, swine, deer, elk, llama or bison.
When is the Premises ID needed?

Currently, the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services do not require a Premises ID.  The program is voluntary and all livestock owners are encouraged to participate.  At some point in the future, livestock owners will need to identify individual animals as another facet of the tracking system.  The Premises ID will combine with the individual animal ID number to record both where the livestock are currently found and where the livestock originated.  As animals change Premises, a movement history will build that will facilitate the trace back process for timely response. 
Registering a Premises.

· To register, the premises owner or authorized agent may:

· Complete a Premises ID Application form and mail or fax it to the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS)
· Call or email FDACS and provide the information

· FDACS processes the application

· FDACS notifies the livestock owner of the new Premises ID

What does FDACS do with the information?

· Information is housed in the USDA’s Standardized Premises Registration System (SPRS)

· The information is kept in databases in Fort Collins, Colorado, and Tallahassee, Florida
· The information can only be accessed by animal health officials with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Managing a Premises

· The Premises number does not belong to the livestock owner – it belongs to the property

· If the property is sold, the Premises must be deactivated in the NAIS so the next owner may register it (the Premises number does not change)

· FDACS asks that owners update their contact information once per year or when a change occurs (the premises is sold, etc.)
